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ABSTRACT

Birth—and—death models are how a common mathematical codescribe branching patterns
observed in real-world phylogenetic trees. Paper [1] issuah example. The authors propose
a simple birth—and—death model that is compatible with pgghetic trees of both influenza and
HIV, depending on the birth rate parameter. An interestpegsl case of this model is the critical

case where the birth rate equals the death rate. This is amaoal-situation and to study its

asymptotic behaviour we employed the Laplace transfornth \iis we correct the proof of [1]
in the critical case.
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